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1. Introduction 
The OS MasterMap® Cartographic Text Renderer lets you specify the fonts and font 
sizes/scaling used for map text in the OS MasterMap® “Anno” datasets and used in 
the OS MasterMap® Data Converter. Using cartographic text this way (instead of 
geodatabase annotation) can improve the speed of change-only updates.  

You install the Cartographic Text Renderer via the ProductivitySuite installer, with or 
separately from ProductivitySuite itself (you can install it without ever installing 
ProductivitySuite). 

2. Installing the Cartographic Text 
Renderer 

2.1. Prerequisites 
If you have the previous, standalone Cartographic Text Renderer, you should 
uninstall it. 

The new Cartographic Text Renderer is installed using the ProductivitySuite 
installation media, although you do not need to install ProductivitySuite to install or 
use it.  

See the ProductivitySuite Installation Guide for details of hardware and software 
requirements. 

2.2. Installation Process 
 You install the Cartographic Text Renderer using the ProductivitySuite 

installer. With a full install, you can choose which components to install 
(Housing Tools, Data Administration, Analysis, Locator and Cartographic 
Text Renderer). For service packs, all new and updated components are 
installed, including the Cartographic Text Renderer. 

1. Log on with local administrative rights. 

2. If installing from CD, the installation should start automatically. Alternatively, 
you can browse the install media and run one of the following: 

 ProductvitySuiteSplash.hta, which opens a screen, from where you 
select what to install, e.g. Install ProductivitySuite 3.3 for a full install. 

 PS_Install_WIX.msi to start a full install. 
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3. When the installer has unpacked all the files, the Welcome screen appears. 

 
Note: If you have a previous version of ProductivitySuite (including hot fixes) 
on your computer, the Welcome screen will not appear and instead you will see 
a dialog advising you to remove your existing installation. You cannot run the 
installer if you already have a previous version installed. 
Similarly, the installation program will not continue if it is unable to detect all 
the necessary software prerequisites. 

4. Click Next to continue. 
The Licence Agreement screen appears. 

5. Read the licence agreement (you may have to scroll down to see the full text of 
the agreement). 
If you are happy with the licence terms, click I accept the terms in the 
licence agreement. 
If you do not agree with the licence terms, click Cancel. 

6. Click Next to continue. 
The Custom Setup screen appears. Note that you can install the Cartographic 
Text Renderer without installing any ProductivitySuite components: 
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7. Click  to expand the items in the tree view, then click on each in turn and: 

 Select  to install the item. 
 Select  to install the item, and all those under it in the tree view. 
 Select  to install the item to a folder on a network. 
 Select  to install the item, and all those under it in the tree view, to 

a folder on a network. 
 Select  to exclude the item from the installation. It will not be 

available and you will need to run the setup again in order to use this 
feature. 

 Note: If you are installing other ProductivitySuite components as well as the 
Cartographic Text Renderer, refer to the ProductivitySuite Installation Guide. 

8. Click Next to continue. 
The Destination Folder screen appears. 
Select the installation location or accept the default location for 
ProductivitySuite 

9. Click Next to display the Ready to Install screen. 

10. Click Install. 
Progress bars appear in the Status field of a new screen. 

11. When installation is complete, the Completed Wizard screen appears. 

12. Click Finish to close the wizard and complete the installation. 

 Note: Although it is not always necessary, it is a good idea to reboot your 
machine after installing any new software. 
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3. Using the Cartographic Text 
Renderer 

The OS MasterMap <xxxx>Anno feature class contains text represented as a line-
type feature class, where the position and direction of the line is used to place the 
cartographic text from the source OS MasterMap data. 

The text is stored as an attribute (field) on the line feature class. The name, size and 
style of the font and various other aspects of how the text should look 
cartographically are stored as other fields in the feature class, for Font 1 through to 
Font 6. 

The Cartographic Text Renderer is a tool to change the font definitions from the 
standard cartographic representations used on Ordnance Survey’s printed maps to 
ones of your choosing. Reasons for doing this include selecting fonts that exist on the 
computer (and so speeding up change-only updates) and to improve readability or 
aesthetic appeal. 

 The Cartographic Text Renderer uses the map reference scale to calculate 
font sizes; if this is not set for the current map, it will not be able to scale 
the fonts in the OS MasterMap “Anno” datasets, so you will not get the 
benefits of faster change-only-updates when using the OS MasterMap Data 
Converter. 

You access the Cartographic Text Renderer in ArcMap: 

1. In the TOC, drill down to an OS MasterMap Anno layer, e.g. MMAnno, and 
double click or right click to open the Properties dialog. 

2. The Symbology tab includes OS MasterMap > Cartographic Text: 
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3. To change an individual font, click the Properties  button for the relevant 
line. This opens the standard edit Font dialog. Make selections and click OK to 
save them and return to the main dialog. 

4. Click OK to save the settings and close the dialog. The TOC will now show the 
new legend for the Anno layer (as in the example below) and when the map 
refreshes, it will use the new settings: 

 

 


